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Synopsis

The first novel in a dazzling new trilogy about the women of the Old Testament by internationally
bestselling author Marek Halter.The story of Sarah--and of history itself--begins in the cradle of
civilization: the Sumerian city-state of Ur, a land of desert heat, towering gardens, and immense
wealth. The daughter of a powerful lord, Sarah is raised in great luxury, but balks at the arranged
marriage her father has planned for her. The groom is handsome and a nobleman, but on their
wedding day, Sarah panics and impulsively flees to the vast, empty marshes outside the city walls.
There she meets a young man, Abram, a member of a nomadic tribe of outsiders. Drawn to this
exotic stranger, Sarah spends the night with him, but reluctantly returns to her fathera ™s house.
But on her return, still desperate to avoid another wedding, she drinks a poisonous potion that will
make her barren and thus unfit for marriage. Many years later, Abrama ™s people return to Ur, and
he discovers that the lost, rebellious girl from the marsh has been transformed into the most
splendid and revered woman in Sumeria--the high priestess of the goddess Ishtar. But the memory
of their night together has always haunted Sarah, and she gives up her exalted life to join Abram’s
tribe and follow the one true God, an invisible deity who speaks only to Abram. It is then that her
journey truly begins--a journey that holds the key to her remarkable destiny as the mother of
nations.From the great ziggurat of Ishtar and the fertile valleys of Canaan to the bedchamber of the
mighty Pharaoh himself, Saraha ™s story reveals an ancient world full of beauty, intrigue, and

miracles.From the Hardcover edition.
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Customer Reviews

Marek Halter's SARAH is already a bestseller in France and has been translated into ten languages.
The debut of SARAH in the United States will lend credence to Halter’s sensitive treatment of
women in the Bible. His plans for the two subsequent books in the trilogy are the stories of Zipporah
and Lilah, lesser known than Sarah, wife of Abraham, but with tremendous impact on the shaping of
society.SARAH is the story of civilization’s first rebellious teenager who became one of the world’s
most powerful women. An interview with the author reveals that he sees his women as those
"beside," not "behind" great men. The book emphasizes Sarah’s working side by side with Abraham
to create a life filled with his religious beliefs. Sarah was not a believer in Abraham’s God until late,
after her early mistakes came back to haunt her unfulfilled life.SARAH begins in the region now
known as Iraq, the cradle of history, between the Tigris and the Euphrates rivers. The region was
then known as Sumeria and the city-state where Sarai lived was known as Ur. She is the daughter
of a powerful lord of Ur, a beautiful child who comes to womanhood in the first chapter. Her father
arranges a marriage with a suitable man when she is twelve years old. The young girl is terrified of
the prospects of the marriage bed and flees. Overnight, she runs from safety in the walled city to
unknown terrors beyond it. On a riverbank she meets Abram, a poor but exotic member of a
nomadic tribe. She spends the night with him and longs for his kiss. But soldiers discover her in the
morning and return her to her father’'s house.Halter has a unique way of entering his heroine’s

mindset and allowing the reader to see and feel the turmoil swimming in her head.
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